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Way, other nonprofits, other businesses to work on
them and address them

| have been a United Way Executive
Director for nine years, in two other states. | think
it's inmportant that you know I chose to nove here.
saw out standi ng comunity support fromall the
busi nesses, fromthe people, and fromthe casinos.
" mexcited about the second wave. W' re already
wor ki ng with these new casinos to see how we can
address and nake positive changes for our conmmunity.

The total econom c and social inpact of
the casino industry in Atlantic County is enornous.
As you go forward with your study, | encourage you to
renenber that whatever your findings may be, we are
tal king about the lives of people, people |like you and
ne.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.

Ji m Brennan

MR, BRENNAN: Good eveni ng, Madane
Chai rman, Conmi ssioners, and a special welcone to M.

Lanni . | renenber himfromwhen he was running
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Caesar's here in town, and I'mtickled to death to see
you back.

Legal i zed ganbling has had a positive
i npact on Atlantic Cty. In February of 1976 when I
first becane the business agent of the Painters Loca
277, we had two nmen working, two. Everybody el se was
out of work.

Today that |local has tripled its size.

Ni nety percent are enpl oyed today.

Through the '60s and early '70s, we
wat ched an entire generation of young people | eave
this towmn. There wasn't any future here. Today,

t hrough the ganbling industry, the best and the
brightest remain at home. They enhance our conmunity
because they have a future in this area.

Back then nost apprentice prograns were
cl osed down conpletely. Today the apprentice prograns
are thriving throughout the building trades. W're
creating opportunities for mnorities and females in
nontraditional enploynent, and everybody is having a
good tine at it.

The casino industry creates and provides
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jobs with above average wages and fringe benefits.
Qur nenbers are able to purchase hones, autonobiles,
and the other niceties that enable us to enhance our
standard of I|iving.

There shouldn't be any roomleft for the
debate on econonic issue here. The figures speak for
t hensel ves.

Now t he nmoral question. For years
different | evels of our governnent here in these
United States have placed their blessing on | egalized
ganbling in the formof parinutuel betting on horses
and dogs, state owned and operated lotteries, raffles
conducted by charitable organizations such as the
vol unteer fire conmpany, rescue squad, Little League
bal |l teans.

CGovernment in the mpjority of states by
these actions has told us that ganbling is good. CQur
coaches have told us ganbling is good. Leaders in the
conmuni ty service groups have told us ganbling is
good, and | ast but not |east our churches have told us
that ganbling is good.

Havi ng once entered it, | don't believe

286



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

any of you can ever forget that great joy that was
heard above the roar of the crowd. It was call ed,
"Bi ngo. "

Any attenpt to curtail the activity of
peopl e pursuing enjoynent through a | egal enterprise
surely must be immoral. An able bodied person willing
to work but having no job, | suggest to you, is nore
i mor al .

Killing is imoral. Even the needl ess
kill of a goose, especially the goose that |ays the
gol den egg.

So |l say to you: we here in Atlantic City
stand opposed to any further regulation or taxation of

this industry, and we inplore you please do not cook

our goose.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN JAMES: Harvey Fogel

(Appl ause.)

MR, FOGEL: Thank you. Good eveni ng.

| ama lifelong resident in the area and
now a Margate resident. |'mpresident of the New Jersey

Counci | on Compul sive Ganbling, Director of the
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